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Business as Usual

N
EARLY ONE HUNDRED HEADS OF STATE, 45,000 DELEGATES

from 200 countries took part in the climate summit–COP27–and

enjoyed the Egyptian hospitality without really hitting the target.

They came to deliver lectures with no seriousness to address the problem

that is going out of control with every passing day. Tomorrow may be too

late. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres opened the all important

meeting with warning that the world is “on the highway to climate hell–with

our foot on the accelerator”. But for the world leaders, particularly big

bosses from America and Europe, it was no more than business as usual.

The goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius compared to

pre-industrial levels which was set at the 2015 world climate conference in

Paris has long since been abandoned. America’s non-cooperation was the

principal reason for its failure. The situation today is alarming.

The recent floods in South Asia, particularly in Pakistan and India, is

a case in point. For Africa the scenario is bone-chilling. Disasters after

disasters are occurring year after year and yet the global North ignores it;

possibly they derive comfort from the fact that the crisis affects only the

poor. Poor countries are victims of climate change for which they are not

responsible in the first place.

How America in league with NATO has aggravated the climate crisis is

hardly discussed in the mainstream media. The sanctions against Russian

gas and oil have led to an explosion in energy prices throughout Europe and

most third world countries. Forced into desperation many countries have

decided to burn coal and other high emission energy sources again while

shelving already adopted programmes to phase out coal. Poorer countries

apart, even Germany is said to be reviving coal-fired thermal power plants.

They selected Sharmel-Sheik tourist resort, situated at the tip of the Sinai

Peninsula for more than one reason. The Egyptian dictator Abdel Fatah al-

Sisi, the host of COP 27, created a special zone for environment protesters,

far removed from the public and under the watchful eyes of his high alert

armed forces. Also, this place is hard to reach except by plane. So the big

polluters were free from any ‘nasty noise’ by environment activists! Immedi-

ately before the conference began, some 150 people were arrested for political

dissent in several Egyptian cities. Sisi who came to power in a bloody coup

in 2013 rules Egypt with iron fist. Sixty-thousand political dissenters are

behind bars in his regime, many of them on death row.
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COMMENT

Criminalising Parliamentary Politics
CRIMINALISATION OF INDIAN

parliamentary politics is so deep-

rooted that all parties hire goons

during polls and field candidates

with criminal charges. As per the

Supreme Court order dated Septem-

ber 25, 2018, it is mandatory for all

political parties to provide informa-

tion regarding pending criminal cases

against the contesting candidates, to

the Election Commission. The all

important information is also re-

quired to be published in a local

and a national daily and up-loaded

on official social media platform.

But nobody bothers about the apex

court’s order. It has virtually no

effect on the political parties in the

selection of candidates. Election

comes, election goes and it is the

same old story of parading candi-

dates with criminal records. In truth

more and more people with criminal

past are being elected to assemblies

and parliament. The reasons given

by the political parties to the Elec-

According to a new study by

Oxfam, 125 billionaires and their

investments are responsible for more

green house emissions than coun-

tries such as France, Egypt or Argen-

tina. The Russia-Ukraine war- in-

duced energy crisis and abnormal

hike in prices of fuel all over the

world has its logical impact on econo-

mies, major or minor.

With inflation soaring world-wide

more and more workers are now on

the streets. Britain, Australia, China,

South Korea and other industrially

advanced countries were recently

rocked by a series of strikes. Workers

everywhere were demanding pay hike

and protection of job from lay-offs.

They are fighting against low wages

and the rising cost of living. The last

month has seen a bunch of big

technology companies, including

Meta, Twitter, Lyft, Salesforce,

Microsoft and Stripe announced lay-

offs. The Silicon Valley is tightening

its belt more than other industries.

In Germany people demonstrated

against their government’s military

support to Ukraine which is increas-

ing inflationary pressure. In Britain

more than 40,000 rail workers will

go on strike on December 13-14,

16-17, January 3-4 and 6-7. In

China hundreds of workers joined

protests at Foxxconn’s flagship iPhone

plant in a massive factory in

Zhengzhou city, with some men

smashing surveillance cameras and

windows, footage uploaded on so-

cial media showed.

Elsewhere unionised truckers in

South Korea kicked off their second

major strike recently in less than six

months, threatening to disrupt manu-

facturing and fuel supplies for indus-

tries from autos to petrochemicals in

the world’s 10th largest economy. And

over in Australia Qantas Airways do-

mestic cabin crew voted in favour of

industrial action that could include

work stoppages of up to 24 hours.

Maybe, this is the only positive gain

of Russia-Ukraine war though at a

heavy price. In truth only workers can

force the authorities in America and

Europe to reverse the dangerous con-

sequences of climate crisis. If the

Ukraine war continues further, the

possibility of which looks real at the

moment, global warming will worsen

further, no matter whether they con-

vene another climate conclave in an-

other resort, not in the distant future.o

tion Commission as to why they

select such candidates are anything

but hilarious. They say they have no

better alternative in the given situa-

tion. If anything this election busi-

ness is all about how to loot the

exchequer and it cannot go without

violence and involvement of crimi-

nals. Vested interests matter.

Modi’s home state Gujarat pre-

sents a unique scenario where doz-

ens of candidates with criminal

records from all parties are contest-

ing in the first phase of ensuing

assembly election. The number of

candidates fielded by the Aam Admi

Party (AAP) having criminal cases in

different courts is 32 in the first

phase of poll in Gujarat. In truth

thirty percent of its candidates are

facing serious charges such as mur-

der, rape, assault, kidnapping among

others as per a report of the Asso-

ciation for Democratic Reforms

(ADR). This is the anatomy of

Kejriwal-led AAP. And AAP is closely

followed by Congress which has

fielded 35 percent of its candidates

who have allegedly committed crimes.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) is not far behind. It has se-

lected a large number of candidates

with criminal records. Percentage-

wise such BJP candidates account

for 16 percent of its total number

while 12 percent are facing serious

charges as the ADR report high-

lights. Strangely enough, the

Bharatiya Tribal Party (BTP) which

is contesting 14 seats in the first

phase has four candidates (i.e. 29

percent) with declared criminal cases.

What is more at least seven percent

of its candidates have serious crimi-

nal cases this time. Of the 167

candidates from the first phase of

Gujarat assembly election, 100 have

declared serious cases against them

in their affidavit submitted to the

Election Commission. These include

nine cases of crime against women,

three cases of murder and 12 cases

of attempt to murder. These men

are called people’s representatives;

they are law-makers who decide the

fate of millions. Law-breakers are
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NOTE

Grazing and Conservation
Bharat Dogra writes:

W
HILE CONSERVATION

and protection of envi

ronments should get very

high priority in development plan-

ning, avoidable problems have been

created whenever conservation has

been pushed into a narrow path

where it gets alienated from the

concerns and needs of local people

and communities. One aspect of

this narrow approach, promoted by

elites who frequently dominate con-

servation groups, relates to strong

opposition to any grazing activity in

conserved areas, leading to avoid-

able conflict of conservation

programmes with local farming and

pastoral communities.

Several learned scholars, experi-

enced activists and community lead-

ers including women have been

emphasising the need for alternative

NOTICE

Subscribers are

requested to renew their

subscription and send

their phone numbers

otherwise it is becoming

difficult to communicate

with them as old

practice of sending

reminder slips through

subscription copy is  no

longer followed.

today persons in power. In the 2017

Gujarat assembly elections Congress,

BJP and BTP had fielded 36, 25

and 67 percent candidates with crimi-

nal cases respectively in the first

phase. The same tradition continues

unabated. There is no difference

between ruling parties and opposi-

tion parties---all utilise the service of

‘crime syndicates’ to win elections.

Poll-related violence is somewhat

endemic in this biggest show-case of

democracy. Pre-poll violence or post-

poll violence, no election at the

panchayet level or assembly level is

free from violence. And in this area

West Bengal leads the way. In

Panchayet election in West Bengal

in many places opposition parties

are not simply allowed to file nomi-

nations. Even supporters of the op-

position are terrorised and forced to

leave their villages. The culture of

violence mocks at the very spirit of

parliamentary democracy. As for rig-

ging and false voting the less said

the better--it is now part of the

game called electoral politics. Muscle

power had its role in elections in

yester years but it is becoming an

increasingly deciding factor in the

outcome of election results.

Foot soldiers for election- ori-

ented political campaigns are avail-

able in plenty in this land of massive

unemployment. Even left parties see

election as the only avenue in which

they could engage their cadres round

the year. And unfair means is not

taboo to them. In the absence of

mass mobilisation against corrup-

tion and injustice the persons in

authority have succeeded in creating

a situation of hopelessness which in

turn gives birth to desperation among

the youth.

Violence begets violence. And this

vicious cycle of violence and counter-

violence is unlikely to go away un-

less the oppressed raise their unified

voice against the power brokers and

dubious persons with criminal

records, sitting in assemblies and

parliament, as MLAs and MPs. ooo

 26-11-2022

approaches which integrate and in-

volve local communities instead of

alienating them. This approach is

likely to get further support from a

new study on grazing.

This study was conducted by the

Indian Institute of Science,

Bengaluru, with the support of the

Himachal Pradesh government, lo-

cal authorities and the people of

Kibber village in Spiti. The study

was based on examining and com-

paring two kinds of plots and par-

ticularly their soil, one where grazing

was avoided and one where grazing

was allowed, over a period of about

16 years or so. The study found that

soil carbon in the fenced plots fluc-

tuated 30%-40%more than in the

plots where animals were allowed to

graze.The study concluded that graz-

ing animals can have a significant

impact on the stability of soil car-

bon in grazing ecosystems.

While the findings of this study

are important, this does not imply

that temporary restrictions on graz-

ing should be ruled out in all cir-

cumstances. The context in which

any restriction on grazing is intro-

duced is very important, the crucial

difference being whether this is done

in a way which involves the commu-

nity for promoting sustainable liveli-

hoods, or whether it harms/alienates

communities by curbing their short-

term as well as long-term livelihood

prospects.

This debate has wider implica-

tions as livelihoods of several farm-

ing and pastoral communities have

been threatened from time by time

by saying that their grazing activities

are harmful for environment. If it

can be demonstrated that with some

adjustments and self-discipline, graz-

ing and grazing animals can be an

integral part of sustainable develop-

ment systems, even contributing to
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climate change mitigation as well as

adaptation, then the agenda of rural

development as well as conservation

can change in important ways,

whereby conservation also becomes

more people centered instead of

alienating towards rural communi-

ties.

This understanding is important

also in the context of the wider

policies of the so-called white revo-

lution and animal husbandry. While

there has been a lot of emphasis on

somehow increasing liquid milk and

milk product availability to cities

and elite consumers, the more basic

tasks such as protection, regenera-

tion and improvement of grazing

lands and ecosystems have been

neglected, with the result that

sustainability aspects are suffering

and costs of purchased inputs go on

increasing at a fast pace. Farm/dairy

animals particularly cows are always

healthier when they roam around

and graze feely, happily in green

pastures.

While this understanding is of

course important in the context of

India, it is perhaps even more im-

portant in the context of several

other countries of global south par-

ticularly Africa. In many countries

of Africa, it is the pastoral commu-

nities, including several nomadic

communities, which have suffered

the most due to arbitrary and unjust

policies, first for a long time at the

hands of colonial rulers and then

from neo-colonial business interests.

This led to not just breakdown of

sustainable livelihood systems which

had made very rational and wise

use of local resources for centuries,

but in addition also to several con-

flict situations. If many parts of

Africa are suffering from so much

hunger and conflict today, then this

is to a considerable part due to the

disruption of pastoral people’s liveli-

hoods and the blockage, denial and

destruction of their grazing routes,

lands and facilities. ooo

[The writer is Honorary Convener, Cam-

paign to Save Earth Now. His recent

books include Planet in Peril, A Day in

2071 and Protecting Earth for Children]

THE ENEMY

Repackaging Golwalkar
Subhas Gatade

T
HE SEARCH FOR ENEMIES

of 'Mother India' has perhaps

finally ended for the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). It is

the 'ecosystem of Islamists, evange-

lists, cultural Marxists and global

tech giants Google, Facebook and

Twitter.' They are described as India's

major challenge in modern times. A

senior RSS functionary–who also

coordinates work between RSS and

its political wing Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP)–shared his piece of mind

about it at a conference organised

by one of its affiliated organisations,

with a Central Cabinet Minister in

attendance.

As is obvious according to him

breaking this ecosystem was key to

India’s rise as the world power. He

was of the opinion that these forces

have even formed an alliance so that

'nationalist thought' does not pros-

per. At a cursory glance Arun Kumar's

weltanshauung (world view) may seem

normal but if one digs deeper and

also looks at the key position in

which he is placed today, one needs

to look more closely to see what

signal emanates from his ideas.

Whether these remarks–where

need to target the so-called unholy

alliance between academics, left

activists and representatives of reli-

gious minorities is being emphasised

to further 'nationalist thought' could

be read as creating an ambience to

target and stigmatise such sections,

to unleash brute force against them.

Remember analysts have noted how

'[a]s the rule of law recedes in India, a

new majoritarian consensus has

emerged' and 'the views and actions of

those who control power in Narendra

Modi's time are replacing the com-

monly held beliefs of BR Ambedkar’s

time and the Constitution’.

People are also noting the fact

that how a murder committed by a

psycopath partner in a live in rela-

tionship–a gory incident much in the

news these days which involved bru-

tal killing of his Hindu female part-

ner by a Muslim youth–which de-

serves exemplary punishment, can

be used to vitiate the whole atmo-

sphere by the combined efforts of

majoritarian formations, one sided

reporting by mainstream channels

and spreading of mischievous re-

ports on social media.

No doubt in an increasingly viti-

ated ambience and polarised atmo-

sphere where there is increasing

normalisation of hate speeches

targetting the religious and social

minorities–where even the role of the

law enforcing agencies itself is in-

creasingly under scanner , where

planned attempts are on even to

deprive the religious minorities of their

basic right to prayer or there are

increasing calls for targetting of mi-

norities and unleashing of violence

against them from so-called 'Dharm

Sansads' and there are increasing

fears that India can be witness to

'genocide like situation' unless the

executive steps in , any such talk

about targeting of particular sections

of people, communities supposedly

to strengthen 'nationalist thought',

from people close to the ruling dis-

pensation does not augur well.

All those who keep a close watch

on the activities of the various
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Hindutva organisations and their

affiliates and have knowledge of

what their leaders have said, written

from time to time can even tell you

that Arun Kumar's diatribe against

'Islamists, evangelists, cultural

marxists etc' clearly resonates with

what Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar

popularly known as Golwalkar

Guruji–the second supremo of RSS–

has written in his much debated

book titled ''Bunch of Thoughts".

This book is basically a collection

of Golwalkar's thoughts expressed by

him over a period of two decades

and more. In this five hundred plus

page book, under the head 'Internal

Threats' Golwalkar clubs Muslims,

Christians and Communists in three

separate sections. (Page 177-201,

Bunch of Thoughts, Golwalkar,

Sahitya Sindhu Prakashan, 2000)

One can recall how this section

on ‘Internal Threats’ starts:

“..[I]t has been the tragic lesson

of the history of many a country

in the world that the hostile ele-

ments within the country pose a

far greater menace to national

security those aggressors from

outside. Unfortunately, this first

lesson of national security has

been the one thing which has

been consistently ignored in our

country ever since the British left

this land’’. (Page 177, Bunch of

Thoughts, Golwalkar, Sahitya

Sindhu Prakashan, 2000)

The book has also made equally

controversial statements, regarding

constitution as well as affirmative

action and which also denigrates the

independence struggle and its heroic

participants.

It is a different matter that there

is an increasing discomfort within

the RSS to peddle such ideas openly.

The present day leadership under-

stands it very well that for a new

look RSS–suited for the present

times–crude anti-human solutions

offered by Golwalkar in his speeches

and writings, would prove costly and

it is time that they modulate their

utterances or present his thoughts in

a sophisticated manner.

No doubt there is any essential

disagreement between what

Golwalkar said / wrote and what the

present day Hindutva Brigade be-

lieves in.

Three years back the present

Sangh Supremo Bhagwat talked of

bringing out a new edition of this

book because of these consider-

ations. Of course, the explanation

offered by him to bring out this new

edition was least convincing:

‘‘As far as Bunch of Thoughts

goes, every statement carries a

context of time and circum-

stance… his enduring thoughts

are in a popular edition in which

we have removed all remarks

that have a temporary context

and retained those that will en-

dure for ages. You won’t find the

(Muslim-is-an-enemy) remark

there’’.

According to an analyst it is similar

to saying that a sanitised version of

‘Mein Kampf’ by Hitler is possible

where direct references targeting Jews

could be removed to present a more

palatable, lovable Hitler.

What is worth underlining is that

RSS's 'public distancing' from

Golwalkar is not limited merely to

this particular book. In fact, they

have found that their second

Supremo's public positions which he

expressed in the book 'We or Our

Nationhood Defined' have been so

obnoxious that they even deny that

he even wrote that book.

It is now history which states

that the first of Golwalkar's theoreti-

cal contributions for the cause of

Hindutva appeared in the form of a

pamphlet called ‘We or Our Nation-

hood Defined’ (1938). It was so

straightforward in its appreciation of

the ‘ethnic cleansing’ of Jews under-

taken by Hitler and such an un-

ashamed proponent of the submer-

gence of ‘foreign races’ in the Hindu

race that later day RSS leaders tried

their best to create an impression

that the said book was not written

by Golwalkar but it was merely a

translation of a book ‘Rashtra

Meemansa’ by Babarao Savarkar.

It is a different matter that in his

Preface to 'We or Our Nationhood

Defined' dated March 22, 1939,

Golwalkar himself described Rashtra

Meemansa as ‘one of my chief

sources of inspiration and help.

The American scholar Jean A

Curran who did a full length study

on RSS in early fifties, in his sympa-

thetic book, Militant Hinduism in

Indian Politics: A Study of the RSS

(1951) confirms that Golwalkar’s 77-

page book was written in 1938 when

he was appointed RSS General Sec-

retary by Hedgewar and he calls it

as RSS’s ‘Bible’.

Looking at Golwalkar's controver-

sial pronouncements from time to

time on various issues of social-politi-

cal concern and his transcending the

‘calculated ambiguity’ on many an

occasion which is a hallmark of the

organisation which he built, it is not

surprising that he has always come

under barrage of attack from all those

people/groups/organisations who op-

pose/d the project of Hindutva on

various grounds.

RSS has finally discovered that

the best strategy in this situation is

to ‘disremember’ Golwalkar in pub-

lic and fully implement his ‘essence’

in practice.

The best way to move forward in

this situation is to 'repackage

Golwalkar's ideas' continuously so

that they appear more palatable to

the wider populace. ooo

For Frontier Contact

DHYANBINDU
COLLEGE SQUARE



FRONTIER December 11-17, 20226

F-55(24).P65 # 6

A TALE OF GOKULPUR

Land Acquisition and

Women's Empowerment
Arup Majumder

[This papers aims to analyse an aspect of Marxist feminism and its practice or applicability in

the families of Gokulpur village, West Midnapore district of West Bengal after the land acqui-

sition. This paper shows how the economic turmoil forced women to come out of their

domestic sphere breaking free from patriarchal dominance and got employed in wage work

and changed the social and economic structure that men have been taking advantage of

throughout ages otherwise.]

W
OMEN EMPOWERMENT

has changed the world. In

the history of human lib-

eration movement, empowerment of

women has become a crucial foun-

dation. Since the seventies due to its

influence, the prevailing theories and

trends about the society, men and

women began to change radically

around the globe. With the spread-

ing of feminist theories a change has

been noticed even in the realm of

Sociology. Emphasising on the per-

spectives of women, analysis of is-

sues have began that was not in the

mainstream for a long period of

time. Gradually a distinct genre of

feminism in sociological thought has

enacted in the world.

Feminism is a social ideology

and movement that values gender

equality. It aims at breaking the

oppressive patriarchal structure, gen-

der discrimination as well as seeks

rights to women. It is also a united

and conscious attempt to provide

physical, social, cultural, economi-

cal, political, sexual, power, identity

based rights to women.

Although there was a formal de-

velopment of revolution in the Euro-

American countries, the foundation

of feminism was laid by women

power and conscious effort even in

this subcontinent just like the third

world countries.

The Western White Feminism is

developed in the writings by Mary

Wollstonecraft, C Wright Mills,

Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx, Simone

de Beauvoir,Seneca Falls Conven-

tion of 1848, and the Women Rights

Movement thereafter and later in

the fiery writings of Kate Millett,

Betty Friedan and Germaine Greer.

But besides knowing the history

of the movement it must be taken

into account that the battle fought

for women have never been well

received by the larger society. Satiri-

cal comments, ridicules or even the

cold attitude of the society could

not stop them. They were inexo-

rable. Thus they were brutally vio-

lated outside and inside the four

walls.

About 30 years ago, a pig-iron

manufacturing company named Tata

Metaliks, acquired about 200 acres

of land from Gokulpur, a small vil-

lage in the Paschim Midnapore dis-

trict of West Bengal (Majumder and

Guha 2008). About 91 families have

lost 0.5-6.0 acres of paddy cultiva-

tion land, which as a result altered

their lifestyle. They were much in-

clined to non-agricultural occupa-

tion and had to leave their main

agriculture related occupation. So,

they have faced food insecurity in

their household level. Prior to land

acquisition, they were dependent on

the crops produced in their own

lands but after that, people were

seen to buy staplefood (paddy) from

their local market (Majumder 2011).

On the other hand, the compen-

sation money they had received in

return of their lands, was vested in

the marriage of the unmarried girls

of the family who didn’t even com-

plete their secondary school educa-

tion (Majumder 2016). As a result,

the marriage at an early age has not

only deflected the social, physical

and mental condition of a girl but

also increased the rate of girl drop-

out from school in the society.

Apart from these, several others

socio-economic changes are found

among the land losers than the non-

land losers. One such instance is the

disintegration of family. That is, the

joint families of the land loser have

been broken down rapidly and thus

resulted into nuclear family in com-

parison to the non-land losers which

subsequently resulted in the frag-

mentation of the remaining land

(Majumder 2016). As a result the

rate of production of crop has de-

creased.

Amidst everything, there devel-

oped a sense of consciousness

among the women which has been

observed in the land loser family.

And the reason for this conscious-

ness is the acquisition of their farm

lands which resulted in a socio-

economic crisis in their family. The

women of those families have paved
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the way for their social, cultural and

political rights with the help of the

male members of the family. The

married women of Gokulpur village

of Paschim Midnapore, West Bengal

engaged themselves in various non-

agricultural outdoor works because

of the economic downturn after land

acquisition.

In the Table-1, there is an at-

tempt to quantify the work partici-

pation of women within and outside

the domestic domain under the im-

pact of land acquisition. The table

shows that even before the acquisi-

tion some of the women (11.03%)

were already doing extra-domestic

work to provide economic support

to their families but the percentage

of women doing extra-domestic work

was nearly up to 50% of the total

number of women after the acquisi-

tion. The table also shows that veg-

etable selling in the market became

an important extra-domestic job for

women of the land loser families.

Some of the women were also found

to engage in both vegetable selling

and daily agricultural work to earn

money.

So, the table clearly shows prior

to land acquisition the women were

only in charge household chores but

after this, they stepped out from

their houses, and started working

outside to maintain the stability of

family. A comparative study between

these factors and the sudden rise of

women consciousness will ensure that

the women of these families were

established as social beings, sub-

dued under the patriarchal system.

But the family has easily accepted

them when they started to work

outside to protect the family from

financial trouble.

However, a typical case study of

one housewife of a land loser family

who is now engaged in extra-domes-

tic work is given below to depict the

condition of women under the im-

pact of land acquisition.

Archana Ghosh (Age 53 years) is

a Sadgope housewife who provided

a helping hand to her husband in

vegetable farming in the homestead

land of their family. After two months

of her marriage, her father-in-laws

lost 3 acres of land. At that time

there were seven members in the

household. After acquisition they had

only 0.5 acre of agricultural land,

which was not at all sufficient to

feed the whole family. She was ad-

vised by her husband to work out-

side the home to earn money. But

being a newly married bride she

could not do it. During that time her

mother-in-law started to sell veg-

etables that they grew in their home-

stead land. But in the course of

time she, along with her three sis-

ters-in-law also started to sell veg-

etables in the Kharida Bajar, near

Kharagpur town. At present she lives

in a separate household with her

husband and two children. Her elder

son had to leave school two years

ago and she laments for this tragic

event. She also felt bad since she

did not get any chance to look after

her son and daughter properly be-

cause she has to spend considerable

time outside her house to earn

money for the family.

Thus all the social and political

restrictions on women have been

wiped off. If we take a closer look

on the Western History, we can see

that Mary Astell’s ‘Some Reflections

Upon Marriage’ in 1700 is the first

written reflection of women’s con-

sciousness. The first organised form

of revolution happened in the year

1840 because of two reasons, to

demandthe right to vote for women

and to establish gender equality. Fi-

nally they regained their civil right

after a long and blood shaded

struggle in Britain on 1918 and in

America on 1920.

The main reason for presenting

these issues about the women of the

Sodgope family was that the women

could easily go outside and work

without any opposition by the fam-

ily members, which was quite un-

usual as they were strictly not al-

lowed work outside.

Therefore it can be said that that

the women had achieved financial

independence for the economic de-

velopment of the family without any

alleged revolution. Here, a similarity

can be observed with liberal femi-

nism because liberal feminists be-

lieved that the overall progress of

women will be completed by reform-

ing the social system. They were

also of the belief that apart from

their family life, women should ac-

tively participate in public as well as

professional fields to remove the

barriers in their way. A similar pic-

ture can be seen in the land loser

families after land acquisition where

the women could easily join in so-

cial life and other activities.

On the other hand, in Marxist

Feminism one can see that the united

pressure of Patriarchy and Capital-

ism in both homely and economical

sect exploits women who end up

making surplus value than them.

Moreover patriarchy, by

emphasising the basic gender differ-

ence makes free wage work and

parenting based on the comparison

of the outside work market, declares

these to be inclusive household re-

sponsibility for women and therefore

this ideology is supported by Capi-

talism. Similar picture is also seen in

the peasant's family of Gokulpur

Village before the land acquisition.

For one thing the economic tur-

moil after the incident reduced the

patriarchal dominance and forced

them to be employed in wage work.

According to Marxist Socialist crit-

ics, the unpaid service and loyalty

by women was an advantage for the

men. Also as women devoted them-

selves in domestic chores, there was

no competition in the job world,

which proved another advantage for

the men. But the scenario changed

after land acquisition where both

engaged themselves in outside works.

A definite path of women’s con-

sciousness can be observed in that

particular social structure.

This land acquisition silently cre-

ated a social norm and gender equal-

ity which apparently is a good as-
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CHANGING UNTERNATIONAL REALITY

21st Century is the Asia-Pacific Century
Farooque Chowdhury

T
HE AMERICAN EMPIRE IS

going to face competition in

the Asia-Pacific. It was un-

imaginable to the hawkers of Unipo-

lar World years ago. The competi-

tion will be tougher.

To the Empire, the Asia-Pacific

was its own yard, a self-sphere for

manoeuvring, for forward position-

ing to counter then Soviet Union

and China, for dominance, for ex-

ploitation of resources and labour.

The region’s all economic potentiali-

ties were within easy reach of the

Empire. That was the reality. This

reality will perpetuate–that was the

Empire’s imagination.

But the planet has circled the

sun many times, and basis for that

imperial imagination is drying down.

The Empire, now, hears different

sounds in the region. All are not as

obedient as the Empire expects, as

the Empire’s capacity is weakening.

Xi Jinping, the President of

China, has echoed the changing re-

ality: the Asia-Pacific is no one’s

backyard.

To the Empire, this statement

sounds strange. But this is today’s

reality. This region is none’s yard,

neither backyard nor front yard.

For years, the Empire was eyeing

the Asia-Pacific to turn it into its

new ground for military power play.

That’s a requirement of the Empire.

Its economy needs this region. Its

war industry’s need it’s.

Since the defeat in Vietnam, Laos

and Cambodia, the Empire was in

urgency for its greater military pres-

ence in the region. Its so-called War

on Terror diverted it attention and

pect of feminism. In other words, it

is clear from the above analysis that

any kind of economic recession re-

duces gender equality in the society.o
References:

Majumder, Arup and Guha, Abhijit

resources to other regions. The region

it considers as its backyard–the Latin

America–was having developments

annoying to the Empire. But it was

failing to ignore the importance of

the Asia-Pacific in its global domi-

nance design. Since Obama’s time,

the Asia-Pacific was pronounced piv-

otal to its design, therefore.

Initiatives were taken. Changes

in administration in the Empire

found no change in the geostrategy

related to the region. Those are

being pursued now with extra-vigour.

This imperial action now faces

an emerging reality as Xi announces:

‘The Asia-Pacific should not become

an arena for a big power contest.

No attempt to wage a new cold war

will ever be allowed by the power or

by our times’.

The Chinese leader, with a mild

tone, just reiterated the reality, noth-

ing more: “The 21st century is the

Asia-Pacific century. We, members of

this region, have come a long way in

pursuing economic development, and

we will surely write an even more

brilliant chapter in the years ahead.”

It’s, a more brilliant chapter, a

reiteration of aspiration of the region.

Who wants war? None, other than

the imperialists require war. War is a pos-

tulate to imperialist economy. Its source

and character necessitates war. Imperi-

alist economy can’t survive without end-

less-expansion; and to have an expan-

sion-ever, imperialist economy incites,

provokes and fuels war, organises war-

like situation and war-games; thus,

pumps life to its heart–a well-known fact.

Now, the Empire is engaged with such

old, well-known steps.

Contrarily, Xi, in his statement

made on November 17 at the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation

(APEC) CEO summit in Bangkok,

presented a six-point proposal:

[1] Bolster foundation for peaceful

development.

[2] Take people-centered develop-

ment approach.

[3] Pursue greater openness.

[4] Strive for higher standard of

connectivity.

[5] Build stable and unimpeded in-

dustrial and supply chains.

[6] Promote economic development.

This programme hardly feeds the

war industry imperialism relishes. On

the opposite, the war industry loses

niches with these.

Xi’s statement cautioned by stat-

ing an aspect of today’s economic

condition in the region: The indus-

trial and supply chains in the region

required years of endeavours; and

disruptions will send these to a cul

de sac.

Xi proposed cooperation on de-

velopment and security in the re-

gion. He rejected attempts by inter-

ested parties to initiate an Asia-

Pacific version of Cold War.

The existing reality in the region,

in the empire, and in the Empire-led

camp carries elements of initiating

Cold War Asia-Pacific version. This is

evident in acts of provocation that

began with that Pelosi-Taiwan move,

and followed by a number of similar

moves in Taiwan, and in other areas.

This reality of provocation, incit-

ing tension, initiating arms race led

the Chinese leader to say: ‘The Asia-

Pacific shouldn’t be turned into an

arena of big power rivalry. No at-

tempt to organise a new Cold War

will be allowed by the people and by

our time’.

Xi’s statement signals against

(2008):“A decade after land acquisi-

tion in Paschim Medinipur, West Ben-

gal”, Journal of Anthropological soci-

ety, Vol 43, pp 121-133.

Majumder, Arup (2011):“Landlessness to

Kinlessness: A case Study of Peasant

Joint Families under the Impact of Land

Acquisition”, Journal of Indian Anthro-

pological Society, Vol 46, pp 239- 249.

Majumder, Arup (2016):“Role of Gender

towards Income Generation: An Im-

pact Analysis of Land Acquisition in

West Bengal, India”, Sociology Study,

Vol 6, No 10, pp 639-652.
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dominance, as he said: Unilateralism

and protectionism, attempts to

politicise and weaponise economic

and trade relations should be re-

jected by all.

It appears absurd that propo-

nents of free trade and free flow of

capital are resorting to protection-

ism. The party is unilaterally deter-

mining rules of business. Then, it’s

demanding all should go by rules-

Rules-based International Order-al-

though it was not determined who

defined which rule. It was not also

determined who authorised who to

define rule.

This unilateral way of defining

rules is impossible to accept not only

by China, but by all, as the ruler, the

power unilaterally defining rule, may

at its convenient moment determine

that certain trade regimes, and eco-

nomic and political measures aren’t

rule-based; and, then, it can unilater-

ally resort to counter-measures.

Already China has strong trade

relations with many countries in the

region. It has an increasing trend.

China is Japan’s largest trading part-

ner, and Japan is China’s fourth

largest trading partner. South Korea-

China trade is not negligible. In

2021, South Korea’s trade volume

with China was near equal to the

country’s trade with Japan, EU and

US. China is the biggest trading

partner of almost all ASEAN coun-

tries. Detail picture of trade relations

between China and countries in the

Asia-Pacific carries significant mean-

ing. In this area–trade, the Empire is

yet to gain powerful position–a lack

of competitiveness from the empire’s

end. The source of this weakness is

within the Empire.

So, the Empire resorts to all sorts

of measures and tricks required to

stop China’s trade-journey. Along

with these measures, there’re mili-

tary moves.

What shall happen if the situa-

tion turns confrontational, if the

existing environment of increasing

trade relations is curtailed? Today’s

war-hit Europe stands as a living

answer to the question.

Do capitals engaged with these

trade and other economic activities

in this region prefer a confronta-

tional atmosphere? Shall that atmo-

sphere contribute to furthering inter-

ests of those capitals? Today’s war-

charged Europe stands as an answer

to the question.

Essentially, a competition between

China and the US is going on in this

region. Today, the competition is in

the area of trade; tomorrow, it’ll be

politics and arms and war.

To capitals in the region today,

the most important question is:

Which side, China or the US, can

deliver more opportunity, bigger gain,

more profit? In a number of areas,

the Empire is losing ground.

This makes the Empire more

aggressive, more war-oriented and

more reckless. Additionally, in a

charged situation, in war-like situa-

tion, the war industry benefits. The

war industry needs fodder.

It’s, therefore, found: The Em-

pire is increasingly engaged with is-

sues of [1] the South China Sea, [2]

Freedom of navigation, [3] Taiwan

and the Taiwan Straits, [4] deploy-

ment of war ships, [5] organising

military alliances and military exer-

cises. Even, attempts are being made

to drag NATO into this region.

Hillary Clinton, once US secretary

of state, identified this region as an

area of US national interest! The

Empire’s national interest is strewn

out the world over! All should be-

lieve this assertion!

Now, it’s the choice of capitals

in the countries in the region with

50% of the world economic output,

one of the fastest growing regions in

the world–which side to be pre-

ferred. This preference will be made

on the basis of gains by the capitals,

gains from competing sides. A

charged situation narrows down this

scope of choice. Today’s sanction-

wielding EU, now turned into an

arm of NATO, and is also an evi-

dence on this question.

At the same time, this atmo-

sphere of competition between capi-

tals is going to impact peoples in

countries–their livelihood, and their

struggle for democracy. It’s the pro-

people political forces’ choice–

Whether or not to oppose imperialist

design, war alliance, warmongering,

economic regime being imposed. ooo

[Farooque Chowdhury writes from

Dhaka, Bangladesh.]

PAKISTAN TODAY

Assassination Time Again
Tariq Ali

A
FAILED ATTEMPT IN WA-

zirabad to assassinate the

former Prime Minister, Imran

Khan, has resulted in mass demon-

strations throughout the country.

Khan was aboard his campaign truck,

on the long march of his supporters

to Islamabad to demand immediate

elections. Bullets hit him in the leg.

Was it two or three? Such is the

focus of debate on Pakistani televi-

sion. A dozen others were injured,

while a father trying to protect his

three children was killed. The dialec-

tic of illegally or constitutionally

toppled leaders retaining their popu-

larity makes the Army extremely

nervous. Technically, the coup against

Khan was legal: he lost a vote of

no-confidence in April. The chica-

nery behind the scenes will come to

light one of these days. Khan him-

self had few doubts that US pres-

sure was behind his removal. The

US State Department strongly de-

nied any involvement, though did

not hide its irritation at Khan’s criti-

cism of the ‘mess’ created in Af-

ghanistan, nor at Pakistan’s absten-

tion on the UN vote for sanctions

against Russia (the new government

similarly abstained in the latest

Ukraine vote).



FRONTIER December 11-17, 202210

F-55(24).P65 # 10

àU˛y!°Ü˛y ≤ÃÓy• ˆÌˆÏÜ˛
ÓyÇ°y Ë˛y£Ïy ï˛Ìy Ùyï,˛Ë˛y£Ïy ÓÑyã˛yl

Ú÷ô% ˛õ)Ó≈y¢yÛ
§yí˛¸y çyàyˆÏly ÓyÇ°y ˛õy!«˛Ü˛ ˛õ!eÜ˛y

G Ú˛õ)Ó≈y¢y ~álÛ Ùy!§Ü˛ ˛õ!eÜ˛y

~ál•z §Ç@˝Ã• Ü˛Ó˚&l
§Ó fiê˛ˆÏ° ˛õyGÎ˚y ÎyˆÏFSÈ– Ú÷ô% ˛õ)Ó≈y¢yÛ òyÙ 5
ê˛yÜ˛y Ùye G Ú˛õ)Ó≈y¢y ~álÛ 25 ê˛yÜ˛y Ùye–
Ú÷ô% ˛õ)Ó≈y¢yÛÈü È~Ó˚ Óy!£Ï ≈Ü˛ @˝ Ãy•Ü˛ ã Ñ ˛yòy 170
ê˛yÜ˛y– Ú˛õ)Ó≈y¢y ~álÛÈüÈ~Ó˚ @˝Ãy•Ü˛Ó˚y x!ï˛!Ó˚_´
100 ê˛yÜ˛yÎ˚ ˛õy!«˛Ü˛!ê˛Ó˚G @˝Ãy•Ü˛ •ˆÏï˛ ˛õyˆÏÓ˚l–

Ü˛°Ü˛yï˛y Ü˛yÎ≈ƒy°Î˚ ≠
23ñ í˛y/ Ü˛y!_≈Ü˛ Ó§% !fiê ∆̨ê˛ñ Ü˛°Ü˛yï˛yÈüÈ700009

ã˛°Ë˛y£Ï ≠ 8420824286
email : editorpurbasha@gmail.com

A delegation of the ISI–

Pakistan’s intelligence service–who

were visiting the Pentagon at the

time of Khan’s comments, reassured

their friends that the country’s for-

eign and defence policies were de-

cided by the Army, not the Prime

Minister. This is, of course, true and

has been the case since General Zia-

ul-Haq declared martial law and

removed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in 1977.

Zia promised elections within ninety

days of the coup. In that case,

suggested Bhutto, who had been

placed under house arrest, all politi-

cal leaders should be allowed to

campaign publicly. The Army agreed

and Bhutto went on a public tour,

during which he was welcomed by

huge crowds (a quarter of a million

in Lahore alone). The general pan-

icked. Were Bhutto to be re-elected,

he would punish the coup-makers.

A plot was therefore manufactured

to charge him with murder and get

rid of him. After a rigged trial, Bhutto

was hanged in 1979.

A few months ago, this writer

was reminded of these scenes from

Pakistan’s past. Khan’s Party for

Justice (PTI) is very different from

Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party

(PPP) in social composition and

political programme, but the dialec-

tic is similar. Khan’s removal led to

large-scale demonstrations – his sup-

porters chanting Jo Amrika ka yar

hai, Ghaddar hai, Ghaddar hai

(‘Anyone a friend of America is a

traitor, a traitor’) – and the PTI

went on to win a string of by-

elections against the new govern-

ment, in Punjab, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and Karachi city.

Khan’s popularity could not be

doubted, but his demand for new

national elections was refused. Ironi-

cally, the unelected new Prime Min-

ister, Shehbaz Sharif, was advised

by his brother Nawaz Sharif (a

former PM himself) not to form a

new government, given the state of

the country, and instead call an

election. But the younger brother

was desperate for power. The Army

backed him, believing that they

needed a new government in place

for a year or so to destroy the PTI

(who they had helped to power in

the first place, in the hope that

Khan would be a tame politician).

Khan and the PTI are now accus-

ing Sharif, the interior minister and a

senior general of being involved in the

shooting. The would-be-assassin has

claimed that he acted on his own

because he was disappointed by poli-

ticians and their broken promises.

He’s not alone in this regard, but

shooting at them won’t change all

that much. A corrupt and violent

elite linked to all political parties and

the Army will not disappear over-

night. The ruling classes in the coun-

try have done virtually nothing to

help the poor. Whether the man who

fired the bullets is working for more

sinister forces (something many in

the country believe) people do not

know. Was it a shot across the bows

to frighten Khan away from politics?

If so, it has had the opposite effect.

The shooter claims he got the idea

when he heard the call to prayer

earlier that day.

Interestingly, the word assassin is

of medieval Islamic origin. It derives

from the hashashin, drugged-up kill-

ers belonging to a Shia sect created

by Hassan-i-Sabbah in 1090. Peace-

ful hippies they were not. They were

professionals hired out to anyone

who needed them for financial or

political purposes. Dissolved in the

13th century, their ghosts seemed to

have entered Pakistan soon after the

country was formed. The first Prime

Minister, Liaquat Ali Khan was as-

sassinated at a political rally in 1951.

The killer, Said Akbar, was shot

dead immediately by veteran police-

man Najaf Khan, who happened to

be standing right behind him. A

coincidence, the police said. The

result of his death was a weakening

of the refugee presence in the gov-

ernment and founding party, and

the rise of the Punjabi landlords as

the key players in the country. Bhutto

was hanged; his daughter Benazir

Bhutto was assassinated (also in

Rawalpindi). Prior to that, her

brother Murtaza Bhutto had been

ambushed and killed outside his

house in Karachi in extremely murky

circumstances – some blamed Asif

Zardari (Benazir’s husband and wid-

ower, later Prime Minister).

And now an attempt to kill Khan.

Will it change anything? The masses

are cynical, the politicians and gen-

erals busy making money. There is

no national alternative in sight. The

Pashtun Protection Movement is the

only serious group resisting the crush-

ing hegemony of the ISI. Its MPs

and activists are often arrested and

tortured. The PTI’s collaboration on

this front discredited it greatly. As

did its total failure to deal with

corruption outside and inside its own

ranks. It would be good if some

lessons were learned, and the next

elections were more than two power-

hungry blocs fighting to increase their

bank-balances. ooo

[Tariq Ali is a Pakistan-born British political

activist, writer, journalist, historian, film-

maker, and public intellectual. Courtesy:

Sidecar, the New Left Review blog. Sidecar

aims to provide a space on the left for

international interventions and debate. New

Left Review is a British bimonthly journal

of ideas covering world politics, economy,

and culture, which was established in 1960]
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CONFLATED DUALISMS

How Ambedkar was both

‘Dalitised’ and ‘Brahminised’
Suraj Milind Yengde

A
MBEDKAR’S LEGACY IS

complex and multifaceted.

His is a name that continues

to evoke dialogue and discontent-

ment in sociopolitical movements

formed in post-independent India.

Yet, at the same time, Ambedkar

has been intentionally ignored and

strategically suppressed by history

and society at large. Initially, many

social and political movements did

not embrace him. After the formi-

dable resilience of his believers, who

kept his memory alive and his struggle

relevant, other mainstream move-

ments piggybacked on their work,

changing tracks when it directly ben-

efited their interests. However, to

condense Ambedkar’s breadth of

scholarship, he became a prolific

face for the denouncers to uphold.

It was an amenable strategy to ei-

ther ignore and let die Ambedkar’s

scholarship or assimilate and grow.

The latter was an obvious and rela-

tively easy option to take. Political

organisations with ideological under-

pinnings chose to select Ambedkar

rather than accept him. The assimi-

lation was a carefully crafted strat-

egy to Brahminise and Dalitise

Ambedkar.

Ambedkar was Brahminised by

being made a part of India’s great-

ness and presented as an exemplary

patriot. And he was Dalitised at the

same time to ensure that his place

as an untouchable remained in the

archive of Indian history, while he

received no further credit. In either

case, it was the intention of the

ruling classes to control the narrative

and own the history. Brahminising

and Dalitising form a space of

conflated dualisms. They are sepa-

rated by the logic of history and yet

they are one. The ‘one’—a unison

of neglected human fallacies that

become an absolute logic of inter-

pretation of the other from the frag-

ile ground of the oppressor. The

juxtacondition of possibilities and

pain affixed alongside each other

makes it a mandate of the people.

The two extreme possibilities of

human status—one on the highest

while the other is left excluded. Ac-

cretions of unasked merits define the

final destiny of every human stretched

in the rigid caste sphere.

If there is any figure from India’s

modern history who is present, alive

and relevant, it is B R Ambedkar.

No other historical figure has been

resurrected so strongly as him. His

colossal scholarship, along with his

radical social and political interven-

tions, have made him a deified rec-

tor of India’s political school. His

public life begins during his post-

matric facilitation by the local slum

dwellers that recognised his achieve-

ment. In 1919, aged twenty-eight,

his first testimonial to the

Southborough Commission argued

for the franchise rights of all, irre-

spective of status or class.

Ambedkar’s oeuvre continues to

expand as more literature produced

by him and on him hits the book-

shelves every year. The pile of schol-

arship crediting to Ambedkar’s work

in non-English languages represents

the largest import of Dalit cultural

production. Books on Ambedkar are

sold in crores over two days com-

memorating Ambedkar’s death an-

niversary at Chaityabhoomi,

Mumbai, or in Nagpur commemo-

rating the day of mass conversion to

Buddhism led by Ambedkar. These

bookstalls occupy an important place

in the make-up of Ambedkarite gath-

erings.

The recent upsurge in the num-

ber of attacks on the people’s con-

stitutional rights since the Modi

government’s tenure from 2014 has

suddenly put Ambedkar back into

everyone’s view. Protesters took the

assault of the state on constitutional

liberty as a sign of impending fas-

cism.

The protest against the current

government and other Brahminical

forces could be possible while up-

holding the constitutional virtues

scripted by Ambedkar. Thus, the

inevitability of Ambedkar and his

political pragmatism became a

weapon for the struggling masses of

the country. Every ideology acknowl-

edged Ambedkar and embraced his

uncompromising radical-humanist

vision. Ambedkar is difficult to fit

into canon of non-Dalit ideologies.

He does not parley without putting

the rights of untouchables at the

centre of nationalist or civil and

political rights struggles. By appro-

priating and iconising him in the

pantheons of the Hindu right and

making him a nationalist figure fight-

ing on the side of the Hindus, the

current government took the offen-

sive against every dissenter. The

Shaheen Bagh protest of 2020 partly

re-appropriated Ambedkar through

its symbols and literature and through

the act of carrying his photographs

with a collective call of ‘Jai Bhim’,

reclaiming his constitutional legacy

to rescue him from the misappro-

priation of the Modi government.

Despite being a deft pragmatist

and a non-dogmatic democratic so-

cialist, Ambedkar has become the

most celebrated figure across the

political spectrum in India in con-

temporary times. Everyone tends to

display their admiration for his intel-

lect but have a reserved appraisal of

his political work. Therefore, to

downplay his complicated and at

times controversial vista, it is safe

for the non-Dalit sphere to present

Ambedkar as a sworn constitution-

alist. Earlier, the caste-hegemonic

discourse of India refused to grant
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the pedigree of India’s Constitution

to Ambedkar’s scholarly toil. In some

instances, it actively worked to de-

nounce elements of Ambedkar’s in-

fluence and politics. Arun Shourie,

a liberal right-winger, is a case in

point. His book Worshipping False

Gods became a bone of contention

over the authorship of India’s Con-

stitution and calling out Ambedkar

for being in conversation with the

British government and thus a col-

laborator of the Raj. The same was

done by the dominant caste Hindu,

Muslim, Sikh leaders of the Con-

gress, however, they do not receive

similar treatment as Ambedkar. Ironi-

cally, they are revered as national-

ists. Many commentators who re-

plied to Shourie’s book commented

that Ambedkar was now being ‘el-

evated to the pantheon of nation

leaders’. This means it was still un-

acceptable for the liberal and other

non-Dalit spheres to accept him as a

national figure towards the end of

past century.

There are a few complicated

hurdles. One is the adherence to

Ambedkar as an individual with his

merits and limitations. Another is to

deify him and to stop investment in

critical thinking around his passion-

ately curated oeuvre. Ambedkar and

Ambedkarism are epochal.

The one who believes in

Ambedkar as an individual and in

his artistry of uniting a huge, segre-

gated mass under one banner and

making them a political missile iden-

tifies with Ambedkarite-ness. So does

the one who takes Ambedkarism as

an eventual philosophy to develop

progressive and broader hermeneu-

tics in the construction of a the-

matic approach to problems. These

thematic approaches rely on issue-

based politics with a strong under-

current of inaugurating an anti-caste

politics towards the annihilation of

caste dialectics.

Ambedkar is the most

mesmerising anti-Brahminical

weapon, and no other community

could produce another like him. His

forthrightness in calling out the cal-

lousness of Brahminical elements

woven in the Indian republic was

astounding. His work takes shape in

many forms. Aside from writing the

destiny of his people, Ambedkar was

also fighting to get their rights in

place. For this, he chose every op-

tion available. He started off as a

rights advocate in a social move-

ment, later went on to petitioning

the government as a lawyer and

people’s leader, then toyed with the

idea of claiming power through mass

struggle and culminated in the politi-

cal apparatus bargaining for more

powers. After him, Dalit politics was

open to be exploited. Many political

parties, from the Congress to the

socialists, tried to own his legacy by

promoting Scheduled Caste leader-

ship that was not entirely attuned to

his radical programmes such as a

separate electorate, separate settle-

ment and nationalisation of impor-

tant sectors—land and industry be-

ing the most prominent. A firm be-

liever in socialism, Ambedkar saw

State socialism as ‘essential to the

rapid industrialisation of India’.

He was confident of the inca-

pacity of private capitalism to do

this, and he observed that it would

produce inequalities of wealth like it

did in Europe. Ambedkar hoped to

find amenable solutions to the prob-

lems the country faced. ooo

 [Courtesy: The Print]

A PRO-RUSSIAN LEFT?

Leftist Response to Russia-Ukraine Conflict
Sumanta Banerjee

W
HILE THE WAR RAGES ON

in Ukraine, how is the Left

facing the multi-dimensional

complex challenges thrown up by the

war and the ravages that it is heaping

upon its people? The writer Arundhati

Roy, in a lighter vein has summed up

the Left’s dilemma as “tortuous yoga

asanas–some pretty drastic seeing and

unseeing–depending on where you

have decided to place yourself.” She

added: “Many on the Left cannot find it

in themselves to call out Russia’s inva-

sion of the Ukraine. They believe that

Ukrainian outrage against Russia has

been entirely confected and cultivated

by Western imperialism.” (Re: Stuart

Hall Memorial Lecture, September 30,

2022).

The well-known political commen-

tator Achin Vanayik, in a recently pub-

lished article, has come out with an

interesting analysis of the international

Leftist response to the war in Ukraine,

where he puts the Leftists into four cat-

egories. The first group whole-heartedly

supports the Russian invasion. The sec-

ond, while condemning the Russian

invasion, generally avoids reference to

Ukraine’s ‘right to self-determination.’

The third group urges for immediate

peace and end to militarism. The fourth

group speaks on behalf of the Ukrainian

Left, and Achin Vanaik gives voice to

their position in the following words:

“We are as much against the US and

NATO. But this war is not about Russian

security concerns but primarily about its

imperialist ambitions. We are fighting

this war; we need political, moral, mate-

rial support and yes a continual supply

of weapons, to enable us to effectively

resist this military onslaught.” (Re: Achin

Vanaik ‘Ukraine: Divisions among the

Left’ in The Radical, No. 1; October,

2022.)

 As for the responses of Indian Left

to the Ukraine war, one finds that their

statements often sound ambivalent–

hovering between a rather grudging

condemnation of the Russian invasion

on the one hand, and mainly blaming

the US for the war on the other.

Soon after the Russian invasion, the

CPI(ML) Liberation group came out with

a statement, saying that it was “deeply

concerned at the Russian display of

military aggression at the borders of

Ukraine,” but at the same time con-

demned the “ongoing warmongering

over Ukraine by the US and UK govern-

ments.” It demanded that “NATO must

halt its eastward expansion.”
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At around the same time, the CPI(M)

in a statement dated February 25, ex-

pressed its “grave concern at the armed

conflict between Russia and Ukraine. It

is unfortunate that Russia took military

action against Ukraine. There should be

an immediate cessation of armed hos-

tilities and the establishment of peace.”

Sometime later, on March 1, the CPI

National Secretariat denounced Russian

military action in Ukraine and said fur-

ther advance of the Russian forces must

stop and immediate ceasefire declared.

On March 2, 2022, the CPI(Maoist)–

a banned party–issued a statement

through its spokesperson Abhay, say-

ing: “Russia should stop the war against

Ukraine and withdraw its armies from

the eastern part of Ukraine… Ukraine

should not be made a part of NATO. All

areas must be demilitarised.”

Most of these statements by the In-

dian Left usually echo the same attitude

expressed by the various sections of the

European Left on the war in Ukraine.

They blame it on NATO’s expansionist

designs on the borders of Russia. They

argue that because of this, a besieged

Russia was forced to protect its borders

by invading Ukraine. In this Leftist argu-

ment, they actually propagate a rather

sneaking tendency in favour of Russia–

depicting it as a victim of NATO’s expan-

sionist designs.

The facts at the ground level how-

ever reveal that Russia annexed Crimea

and invaded Ukraine, not as if it was

facing any immediate military assault on

its own territory by NATO. Till now,

there is no such evidence in the public

domain. In the absence of such proof,

we are left with the conclusion that the

Russian invasion of Ukraine stemmed

from Putin’s aggressive impulse to ex-

tend the borders of the Russian territory.

Given these circumstances, we have

every right to suspect that Putin’s ‘mili-

tary operation’ in Ukraine, is yet another

manifestation of his policy of territorial

expansion.

The Indian Left parties, while ignor-

ing these ground level facts, also refuse

to condemn the daily killing of thou-

sands of Ukrainian citizens and destruc-

tion of their homes by the indiscriminate

bombing and missile attacks by Russia.

Instead, they come out with mealy-

mouthed expressions like “deeply con-

cerned,” or “grave concern,” or request

for “the establishment of peace.”

The Indian Left is indulging in a half-

hearted criticism of Russian invasion of

Ukraine, and is reluctant to condemn

Russian atrocities in Ukraine which

amount to war crimes that recall US war

crimes in Vietnam and other parts of the

world all through the last decades.

This Leftist ambivalence towards

Russia can be traced to their lingering

allegiance to memories of a socialist

system which they identified with that

country at one time. Yet, despite achieve-

ments in removing poverty and equi-

table distribution of resources, the record

of that Soviet system of socialism under

Stalin was besmirched by suppression

of political dissent and violation of hu-

man rights. No wonder that the same

Stalinist model of suppression is being

followed today in Russia by Putin. He

was trained by the KGB–the notorious

intelligence and surveillance agency that

was shaped by Stalin.

Some sections of the Indian Left

while rightly acknowledging the social-

ist achievements of the Soviet Union,

turn a blind eye to its dark side–the days

of Stalinist despotic terror (that prevailed

in Russia and Eastern Europe for almost

half a century). They feel uncomfortable

when reminded of that despicable record

of atrocities. Similarly, in the case of

China, some Leftist sections rightly again

praise Mao’s success in eradicating pov-

erty and lifting China as a powerful

Communist state in the global arena,

but at the same time fight shy when

faced with the exposures of devasta-

tions brought upon the Chinese people

by the same Mao’s adventurist experi-

ments like the Great Leap Forward and

Cultural Revolution. They do not like to

be reminded of those days which be-

smirch the image of Mao.

A typical instance of such feeling of

discomfort is the decision of the CPI(ML)

Liberation to expel its veteran member

Kavita Krishnan in September this year.

Her fault was that she expressed dissent

against the party’s official line. She tried

to wake up her party comrades from

their nostalgic stupor by publicly re-

minding them of the atrocities commit-

ted by the socialist regimes of Stalin-led

Russia and Mao-ruled China. Comment-

ing on the Ukraine-Russia conflict, she

twitted recently that these two erstwhile

socialist regimes were far worse than

parliamentary democracies with all their

flaws.

Kavita Krishnan’s sweeping statement

expressing preference for parliamentary

democracies over socialist regimes, can

be explained as a knee-jerk reaction

against her party’s official line, or as a

genuine belief in the superiority of the

system of parliamentary democracy.

One can recall the record of parlia-

mentary democracy of the US during

the McCarthy era of the 1950s, when it

persecuted political dissidents and drove

out eminent artistes like Charles Chaplin.

In fact, coming to think it, this writer

often suspects that McCarthy could have

borrowed the model set by Stalin in the

1930s to persecute his Russian oppo-

nents and dissident intellectuals.The

methods look alike.

In the decades that followed, com-

ing to the present times, the system of

parliamentary democracy in many coun-

tries has earned notoriety for violation

of human rights. Persecution of ethnic

and religious minorities by racist groups,

police atrocities on the poor, imprison-

ment of political dissidents and

whistleblowers, hate speeches in the

name of freedom of expression–all these

happen regularly under the benign gaze

of the rulers of parliamentary democra-

cies in US, UK and the ‘largest democ-

racy’ called India!

In other words, it does not mean that

people have to chose the prevailing

Western parliamentary democracies (run

according to the capitalist economist

system of exploitation, but swearing by

democratic rhetoric), and bid goodbye

to the fading socialist system of equi-

table distribution of resources (in spite

of it being flawed by violation of demo-

cratic rights).

Here are Kavita Krishnan’s two mes-

sages where she tries to trace the roots

of the present conflict to the flaws that

were inherent in the system of gover-

nance in these two socialist states. In a

June 26 tweet, she said: “China is a

dystopian nightmare. If any Indian Com-

munist thinks it’s OK for ‘communists’ to

rule like this, then they should ask them-

selves what kind of democracy they’re

fighting for in India?” Her next tweet was

on July 3, where she said: “How much
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of the Left is ignorant of–or in wilful

denial of this fact? That the ‘miraculous

industrialisation of USSR’ under Stalin

was possible because of the violent

subjugation of Ukraine’s peasants (star-

vation, execution, exile) and colonial

expropriation of Ukraine’s grain.”

How can one disagree with Kavita

Krishnan’s blunt comments about Rus-

sia and China? Now today, after all the

revelations about the Stalinist terror re-

gime in the Soviet Union (exposed by

no less a person than the then Soviet

President Khrushchev at his party’s 20th

Congress in 1957), and the exposure of

the disastrous economic and political

consequences of Mao’s two experiments,

the Great Leap Forward and the Cul-

tural Revolution, shouldn’t the Indian

Left re-assess their old understanding of

these two states which had often oper-

ated in a fascist style under the garb of

‘communism’?

Today, sections of the Left are trying

to propel Russia as a power that should

be supported to defeat its US rival. But

on what political grounds are they de-

fending their choice? This is not a war

between two ideologies–socialism and

capitalism. It is not a black and white

situation, divided between bad guys

and good guys–the bad guys according

to the Left being the US-backed Ukrai-

nian fighters and the good guys being

the Russia soldiers conscripted by Putin.

There are several dimensions to this

war over Ukraine that need to be criti-

cally examined by the Left instead of

taking sides. To start with, both the

warring powers, US and Russia belong

to the same capitalist camp. Russia un-

der Putin is a dyed-in-the-wool capital-

ist state which is competing with its

capitalist rival USA over occupation of

the global economy and territorial

spheres of political influence–often

through military means. Similarly, China

is following a capitalist system in its

domestic economy, and an expansion-

ist policy in its foreign affairs. Putin is at

least honest enough to shed the garb of

socialism. But his political buddy, Xi in

his usual hypocritical style, uses the

term ‘socialism with Chinese character-

istics’ for what actually amounts to ‘so-

cialism with Xi characteristics’–just as

happened in the past when socialism

was introduced in China with ‘Maoist

characteristics,’ and in the Soviet Union

with ‘Stalinist characteristics. ’ They were

basically authoritarian regimes run un-

der a personality cult.

To be blunt on a sarcastic note, , Xi’s

rhetoric of pseudo-socialism is as far

removed from the essence of socialism,

as the comedian Grouch Marx is from

the philosopher Karl Marx , or the gorilla

Kingkong from the royal dignitary King

Lear ! Although the names sound simi-

lar, the growls of the gorilla Kingkong

are discordant with the voices of the

tragic hero King Lear of Shakespeare’s

play. Xi with his megalomaniac growls,

and Putin with his neo-Tzarist bluster,

are drowning the faint voices of social-

ism.

The statements made by the various

Indian Leftist outfits (referred to above)

on the war in Ukraine, sound good

enough in newspaper columns. They

are however yet to move beyond such

pacifist rhetoric, and instead formulate

an alternative strategy to demarcate

themselves from both the Russian and

the US camps. But then, on what ideo-

logical and political basis can such an

independent strategy be formulated by

the Left?

The need for such an alternative

Leftist strategy is not confined to the

present war in Ukraine, but expands to

the wider international area where the

Left will have to reformulate its strategy

by integrating its goal of socialism with

the different aspirations and movements

of nationalities, ethnic minorities, femi-

nist demands, environmental concerns

that have emerged on a global scale

during the last decades. ooo

[Sumanta Banerjee is a political commentator
and writer, is the author of In The Wake of
Naxalbari’ (1980 and 2008); The Parlour and
the Streets: Elite and Popular Culture in Nine-
teenth Century Calcutta (1989) and ‘Memoirs
of Roads: Calcutta from Colonial Urbanization
to Global Modernization.’ (2016)]

XI MEETS BIDEN

Talking Sweet Nothings?
Evan Osnos

I
N THE MOMENTS BEFORE

Joe Biden and Xi Jinping met in

Indonesia on November 14 on

the sidelines of G-20 summit for the

first time as heads of state, it wasn’t

clear what tone Xi would strike.

Dealings between the world’s two

most powerful countries have dete-

riorated to their most hostile status

in half a century. Xi, the general

secretary of China’s Communist

Party, is adept at political theatrics

that convey a mood or an advan-

tage, but, at the Grand Hyatt in

Bali, he greeted Biden with a ready

smile and a handshake that sug-

gested there might be hope for, as

China’s government later put it, a

“return of China-US relations to a

healthy, stable track of development.”

It was a warm encounter at a chilly

time–though any “return” to the

former track of relations between

the two countries is a goal that

sounds so implausible in Washing-

ton that it underscores the span of

alienation from Beijing.

Xi and Biden have known each

other since they met as Vice-Presi-

dents in 2011 and they have talked

by phone or video five times during

Biden’s Presidency, but, until No-

vember 14, they had not met in

person. The lack of a meeting con-

veyed the sense of mistrust between

the two sides. Other routes of com-

munications were dwindling, too: in

August, after House Speaker Nancy

Pelosi visited Taiwan in an act of

protest against China’s encroach-

ment, including its threats to invade,

Xi’s government suspended climate

talks and other dialogues over mari-

time safety, counter-narcotics, and

transnational crime. In Bali, once

the two sides had taken their seats,

at a formal remove across an acre

of flower arrangements, Biden nod-

ded to the end of the hiatus: “It’s

just great to see you,” he said,

adding, “I’m committed to keeping

the lines of communications open.”

It sounds like boilerplate, but the
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risk of miscommunication is real at

a time when growing numbers of

Chinese and American planes and

ships risk collisions in Asia, and

American officials worry that, the

more Xi eliminates rivals in Chinese

politics, the more his advisers may

avoid delivering bad news of diplo-

matic relations. Even a hotline be-

tween the two countries has been

unreliable, because “sometimes the

Chinese don’t pick up.”

The Xi-Biden meeting lasted three

hours, and, for the time being, the

willingness to undertake more meet-

ings seemed to be the most tangible

result. White House officials an-

nounced that Secretary of State

Antony Blinken will make his first

trip to China, and climate envoys

would resume negotiations, along

with other “joint working groups.”

Danny Russel, a vice-president of

the Asia Society Policy Institute, who

was a diplomat advising Biden dur-

ing past meetings with Xi, told this

correspondent he saw no sign of

core concessions from either side.

“But the white smoke emerging from

their first in-person bilateral summit

is encouraging. Direct dialogue and

systemic engagement is a necessary,

albeit not sufficient, condition for

stemming the downward spiral of

strategic rivalry,” he said.

The most sensitive issues, how-

ever, were left unresolved. Biden’s

advisers were eager to hear if Xi

would reveal any tension with Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin’s ag-

gression. In February, Xi and Putin

announced a “no limits” partnership

between their countries, less than

three weeks before Putin’s invasion of

Ukraine. Their partnership, which

many foreign governments took as a

sign of China’s estrangement from

Western democracy, has endured

through Russia’s weakening military

performance, human-rights abuses,

and threats of nuclear weapons. But,

recently, Chinese officials have shown

flashes of frustration; according to

the Financial Times, a Chinese offi-

cial said that “Putin didn’t tell Xi the

truth,” adding that some Chinese

nationals living in Ukraine “died dur-

ing the evacuation [although] we can’t

make that public.” After Biden’s

meeting with Xi, a White House sum-

mary said both leaders “underscored

their opposition to the use or threat

of use of nuclear weapons in Ukraine.”

But the Chinese summary of the

meeting made no mention of a joint

position on nuclear weapons. Evan

Feigenbaum, a vice-president for stud-

ies at the Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace, tweeted that

China’s silence on that point was

“spectacularly unhelpful from the

standpoint of publicly signaling Mos-

cow just now.”

There is a long list of other points

of tension, including China’s human-

rights abuses in Xinjiang and else-

where, American tariffs on Chinese

goods, and export controls that will

limit China’s access to advanced com-

ponents in the semiconductor indus-

try. None of those received top billing

in this brief encounter, and each will

continue to divide the two. The most

pressing issue is the future of Taiwan—

and, on that, the meeting made clear

that neither side is prepared to nego-

tiate their way to a lower risk of con-

flict. Since taking power in 2012, Xi

has declared that the Communist

Party’s long-running, unfulfilled goal

of taking Taiwan “cannot be passed

from generation to generation,” and,

recently China’s army has made a

show of staging military exercises—

with amphibious landings—and dis-

patched forces to Fujian Province,

near the Taiwan Strait. In Washing-

ton, those moves have heightened

calls for the United States to pledge

military support for Taiwan in the

event of a conflict. Biden has gone

further than any President in decades

to say he would risk American lives to

protect democracy in Taiwan, while

insisting that the formal policy has not

moved in the direction of greater au-

tonomy for Taiwan.

In the press conference after his

meeting with Xi, Biden reiterated

that the policy “has not changed,”

and sought to tamp down specula-

tion: “I do not think there’s any

imminent attempt on the part of

China to invade Taiwan,” he said.

But Chinese officials have struggled

to reconcile Biden’s highly visible

commitments to Taiwan with his

insistence that nothing has changed.

It can seem, at times, like a deliber-

ate strategy of ambiguity. In China’s

formal summary of the meeting,

officials gestured toward the contra-

diction, writing, “It is hoped that the

US side will live up to its words.” Xi

clearly hopes to nudge relations with

America back into a calmer era.

“History is the best textbook,” he

told Biden, during their meeting.

“So we should take history as a

mirror and let it guide the future.”

But, in Washington, the history of

the US-China relationship is consid-

ered an unsatisfying chapter, and

it’s not clear that Xi has received a

clear picture of that new reality

through lower diplomatic channels.

Toward the end of his comments

to reporters in Bali, Biden said he

was not “suggesting this is kumbaya.”

There will be many disagreements to

come. “But I do not believe,” he

went on, that the US and China have

entered “a new Cold War.” It was, it

seemed more a note of aspiration

than of description. ooo

 [Source: The New Yorker]
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